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YELTSIN, From A1 

— : 

the changing social interests and 
sentiments, and the psychology of 
Russians. . . He railed against 
“flagrant inequality” in Russia’s 
emerging class structure, com- 
plained that people “who Cheat and 
use violence are having a field day” 
and called for more targeted state 
support of Russian industry. 

“The principle that only those 
who are able to survive will survive 
is ruinous,” Yeltsin said in an indi- 
rect criticism of the radical econom- 
ic reformers who had nm his gov- 
ernment for much of the last two 
years, bringing to Russia a fledgling 
fr^e market but also much impov- 
erishment. 

He also called for “emergency 
measures” against crime and crim- 
inal groups, which Yeltsin said are 
“tjying to put a stranglehold on the 
coimtry.” Bribery represents “a 
griave disease of the young Russian 
state,” he said. 

And in sharp contrast to some of 
his earlier speeches, Yeltsin never 
lauded Russia’s democratization. 
“Yps, there is more freedom in the 
coimtry,” he said. “But this is not 
enough. Our task is to make sure 
that Russia has more justice, more 
se^ty, more confidence in the 
present day and in the future.” 
yiadimir Kozhemyakin, a centrist 
legislator who attended the speech 
in the Kremlin Marble Hall, said 
several hard-line Communists 
arijund him were joking that Yeltsin 
had stolen much of his speech from 
th^fr party platform. But if the 
president hoped to win support 
firom the Communist- and nation- 
alism-dominated parliament elected 
last December, he seemed to have 
failed. His arrival and speech were 
greeted by embarrassingly tepid 
applause, and many lawmakers af- 
tenvard dismissed his remarks as a 
mixture of empty words and Soviet- 
style lecturing. 

“If he had said these things a half- 
year or year ago, it would have 
been better,” Kozhemyakin said. 


Yeltsin did not mention the 
bombshell that has rocked U.S.- 
Russian relations this week: the 
arrest of an alleged Russian mole in 
the CIA. He also mentioned only 
obliquely the bombshell that has 
rocked Russian politics, Wednes- 
day’s vote by the lower house of 
parliament to grant amnesty to the 
anti-Yeltsin rebels of last October 
and the plotters of the August 1991 
hard-line Communist coup. 

Russia’s prosecutor general 
seemed to indicate today that he 
would free former vice president 
Alexander Rutskoi and his confed- 
erates from jail once he receives 
official notification of the State 
Duma’s vote. Such an amnesty has 
been attacked by other Yeltsin al- 
lies as threatening renewed civil 
conflict, but the president has not 
said how he will react. 

“Social conciliation does not mean 
total forgiveness,” he said, in his 
only comment today that could be 
seen as related to the anmesty vote. 
“Mercy is mercy only when it does 
not contradict the law and moral 
standards.” 

Yeltsin appealed repeatedly for 
cooperation between the parliament 
and executive branch. Last Septem- 
ber the president had dissolved the 
previous parliament, calling it an 
unacceptable brake on reform, and 
he eventually sent in tanks to end 
its resistance. But the new parlia- 
ment elected Dec. 12 has proven 
equally suspicious of Yeltsin’s free- 
market reforms and his opening to ! 
the West. ’ 

Today Yeltsin restated his deter- ; 
niinstion to pursue economic re- ' 
forms and to fight inflation, a major i 
concern of the reformers who left his 
government last month. But much of 
his address — which was titled “On 
Strengthening the State of Russia” 
and which mentioned the need for a 
stronger state more than a dozen 
times — seemed aimed at allaying ^ 
conservatives’ concerns about a 
weakened and humiliated Russia. 

“In 1994, we must put an end to 
the misguided practice of making 


unilateral concessions,” Yeltsin said, 
promising to protect Russia’s de- 
fense budget and its overseas arms 
markets. 

He said an expansion of NATO 
that did not include Russia would be 
a “path to new threats to Europe and 
the world.” 

“Russia is not a guest in Europe, 
she is a full-fledged participant,” he 
declared. 

And Yeltsin claimed a major role 
in the ^airs of Russia’s neighboring 
countries, restating and enlarging 
remarks that in the past have caused 
alarm from Eistonia to Kazakhstan. 

“A strong Russia is the most re- 
liable and real guarantor of stability 
on the entire territory of the former 
Soviet Union,” he said. Later, he 
added that Russia would pay “close 
attention” to the problems of ethnic 
Russians in neighboring states, 
many of whom he said are “victims 
of discrimination.” 

“When it comes to violations of 
the lawful rights of Russian people, 
this is not an exclusive internal af- 
fair of some country, but also our 
national affair, an affair of our 
state,” Yeltsin said. 

In economic policy, Yeltsin said 
Russia must find “a sensible balance 
between the speed of reform and 

the real social costs of reform.” He 
called, as he has in the past, for help 
for the impoverished and unem- 
ployed. He spoke out against blan- 
ket subsidies for unprofitable enter- 
prises but said the state must sup- 
port essential industries. 

Boris Fyodorov, the reformist 
finance minister who left the gov- 
ernment last month to protest what 
he called its anti-reform drift, said 
he was pleased to hear Yeltsin re- 
iterate his support for reform, but 
he qualified his pleasure. 

“It seems at least not going back- 
ward,” Fyodorov said. “But I would 
have preferred to hear stronger 
words on most items.” 

Fyodorov and others said the true 
test will come when the government 
approves a new budget. Industries 
and collective farms have been lob- 
bying for huge subsidies which re- I 
formers say could trigger hyperin- | 
flation. A cabinet meeting scheduled 
for Friday to consider the budget 
has been postponed to next week. 

Several legislators said Yeltsin’s 
speech was on target, but seemed 
strange coming from someone who 
has led the government for more 
than two years. “It was a good 
speech for a leader of the opposi- 
tion,” said Yevgeny Ambartsumov. 



